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Durham, 

September,  1949. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Nineteenth  Annual 
Report  being  that  for  the  year  1948. 

Vital  Statistics  are  most  satisfactory.  Whilst  the  Birth  Rate 
shows  a slight  decline  the  Death  Rate  and  Infant  Mortality  are 
the  lowest  for  ten  years. 

Total  deaths  dropped  by  54  the  notable  decreases  being  in 
intracranial  vascular  lesions,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia.  Cancer 
again  shows  an  increase  to  33  whilst  deaths  from  Tubercular  diseases 
are  lower  by  one. 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  mounted  considerably  due  to  a 
mild  epidemic  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  with  an  increase 
in  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria.  There  were  no 
deaths  other  than  3 from  pneumonia. 

The  improvement  shown  in  the  house  building  programme  gives 
some  cause  for  satisfaction,  but  certainly  not  for  complacency. 

Over  a thousand  houses  are  still  required  if  all  applicants 
without  a separate  home,  overcrowded  families  and  re-housing  of 
those  persons  still  occupying  condemned  houses  is  to  be  carried 
out  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  list  of  applicants  continues 
to  grow  as  newly  married  couples  join  the  waiting  list. 

The  demolition  by  the  Council  of  some  of  the  vacated  slum 
clearance  properties  gives  rise  to  the  hope  that  steady  progress 
will  be  made  in  clearing  the  City  of  unsightly  and  derelict  properties 
though  the  problem  of  utilising  for  some  useful  purposes  the  smaller 
pockets  of  cleared  land  remains  a difficulty.  1 have  previously 
advocated  that  they  be  left  as  open  spaces,  giving  increased  air 
space  and  improving  the  view,  but  this  policy  may  prove  expensive 
in  two  ways,  namely  : cost  of  maintenance  of  such  open  spaces 
and  the  acute  shortage  of  land  required  for  various  purposes  in  the 
City  itself. 

To  the  members  of  the  Committee  1 offer  my  thanks  for  their 
confidence  and  continued  interest  and  to  the  Officials  of  the  Council 
for  their  generous  co-operation.  The  work  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector,  his  Deputy  and  office  staff  has  been  most  praiseworthy. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  KNIBB  YOUNG, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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THE  CITY  OF  DURHAM  CORPORATION. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  OTHER  RECORDS 

for  1948. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
Area  in  acres  ...  4,029. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  1947  18,220 

Do.  do.  1948  19,160 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1947  : — 4,945. 

Do.  1948  : — 5,138. 

Rateable  value  : — (1947),  £123,282.  (1948),  £121,137 
Sum  represented  by  a Id.  rate  : — (1947)  £493  12s.  5d. 

.1948)  £498  4s.  2d. 

UNEMPLOYMENT. 

The  estimated  number  of  unemployed  men  in  the  City  at  me 
end  of  1948  was  331,  as  compared  with  102  at  the  end  of  1947. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Births. 

Live  Births  : 

Legitimate  .... 

Illegitimate  .... 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate  .... 

Illegitimate  ..., 

Deaths. 

190  91  99  Dea  h-rate  per  1,000 

population)  9-92. 


TOTAL.  M.  F. 

329  151  178 

1 5 7 8 


7 3 4 

1 0 1 


Birth-rate  per  1,000 
population)  17-95. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
births  23-20. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes.  ...  Nil. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 


All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  32 

Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  births  30 

Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  66 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  33 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 
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DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGE  PERIODS. 


All  Ages. 

0—1 

1 — 

2— 

5- 

15— 

25— 

45— 

190 

8 

— 

• 

1 

5 

2 

10 

40 

BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE,  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY 

OVER  TEN  YEARS. 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Birth  Rate 

15-3 

141 

12-5 

12-9 

16-8 

17*9 

15-5 

21  *7 

200 

17-9 

Death  Rate 

10-8 

14-8 

12-0 

13*2 

14-5 

14-3 

11  3 

1 2*2 

13-3 

9-9 

Infant 

Mortality 

37 

44 

59 

60 

50 

66 

55 

38 

49 

32 

TABLE  COMPARING  THE  BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE 
AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948 
OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  ETC.,  WITH  THAT  FOR  DURHAM 

CITY. 


Birth  Rate 

Death 

per  1,000 

Rate 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Population 

per  1000 

Live  Births. 

Popula- 

tion. 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Total 

Live 

Still 

All 

Enteritis 

deaths 

Births. 

Births. 

Causes. 

under  two 

under 

years. 

one  year. 

England  and  Wales 

17-9 

0-42 

10-8 

3-3 

34 

126  County  Boroughs  and 

Great  Towns,  including 

London  

20-0 

0-52 

11-6 

4-5 

39 

148  Smaller  Towns,  (Esti- 

mated  Resident  Popu- 

lations  25,000  to  50,000 

at  Census  1931) 

19-2 

0-43 

10-7 

21 

32 

London  

201 

0-39 

11-6 

2-4 

31 

Administrative  County 

of  Durham  

200 

0-53 

111 

3-4 

47 

Durham  City  

17-9 

0-42 

9*9 

go 

•>- 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  DURHAM  BOROUGH,  1948. 


Cause  of  Death. 


ALL  CAUSES 


Total.  M. 


190  91 


F. 


99 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Influenza  

Measles 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis  

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  

Cancer — Malignant  Diseases 

Diabetes  

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  

Appendicitis  

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis  

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformations,  etc 

Suicide  

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

Other  Violent  Causes 

All  Other  Causes 


39 

2 

17 

57 

3 

6 


17 


5 

32 


3 


3 3 


5 5 

36  11 


3 


16 

2 

12 

25 

3 

3 


2 

3 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  REPORTED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox  



• ■ 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

78 

52 

— 

Diphtheria 

15 

14 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

6 

2 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

3 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

33 

— 

— 

Malaria  



_____ 



Measles  

293 

— 

ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  AND 

DIPHTHERIA. 


Ages 

0— 

1- 

2— 

3— 

4- 

5— 

10— 

15— 

20— 

35— 

45  - 

65— 

Scarlet 

Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

22 

30 

15 

3 

2 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 



2 

1 

3 

4 

— 

5 

— 

— 



TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

N 

Pulm 

on 

onary. 

Pulmonary. 

i 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0 — 1 

j 

1 — 5 

5 — 10 

3 

1 — 

10  — 15 

1 

15  — 20 

1 

2 





1 

20  — 25  

1 







25  — 35  





1 

2 

35  — 45  

2 

2 





45  — 55  

1 

1 



1 





55  — 65 

1 





1 



65  and  Upwards  .... 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Totals  

6 

5 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  IN  THE  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR’S  DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE 

YEAR,  1948. 


I.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Number  of 
Informal 
written 
Notices  by 
Inspector. 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
order  of 
Authority. 

Number 

of 

Notices 

Complied. 

Dwelling-houses  and  Schools — 
Foul  Conditions 

7 

7 

Structural  Defects 

148 

20 

145 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

Lodging-houses 

— 

— 

— « 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

7 

— 

7 

Cowsheds 

7 

— 

7 

Bake  houses  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Slaughter-houses 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

1 

— 

1 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

9 

— - 

9 

Waterclosets 

38 

1 

38 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

1 

— 

— 

House  Drainage — 

Defective  Traps 

2 

_ 

2 

No  Disconnection  from  Sewers 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Faults  ... 

39 

2 

41 

Water  Supply 

3 

— 

3 

Pigsties 

— 

— 

— 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

1 

— 

1 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Other  Nuisances 

12 

— 

12 

Lack  of  proper  Dust  Bins  ... 

22 

1 

20 

Fishfriers 

7 

— 

7 

Factories 

5 

5 

Totals 

315 

24 

311 

II.  — Precautions  Against  Infectious  Disease. 
Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ... 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ... 
Prosecutions  for  exposures  of  infected  persons  or  things 
Convictions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons  or  things 

III.  — General. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year  ... 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  year 
Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets 
Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Water-closets  ... 
Ash-closets  converted  into  Water-closets 
Total  number-of  Water-closets  in  District 
Total  number  of  Ash-closets  in  District 
Total  number  of  Ash-pit  privies  in  District  ... 


140 

80 

12 

nil 

nil 


208 

201 

nil 

nil 

nil 

5749 

57 

26 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1 . (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)...  372 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  ...  1,359 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  1 above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  ...  nil 

3.  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation...  nil 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  3 above)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  121 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL 

NOTICES. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  made  fit  in  consequence  of 
Informal  Action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ..  106 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

B.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9 and  10  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  nil 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

Number  of  separate  tenements  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


11 


INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

During  the  year  989  inspections  were  made  of  properties  in 
the  District.  It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  170  informal  notices 
for  the  remedying  of  various  public  health  nuisances  and  the 
majority  of  such  notices  received  the  prompt  attention  of  the 
owners  or  occupiers  of  the  properties  concerned. 

In  6 cases  of  non-compliance  the  Health  Committee  instructed 
that  statutory  notices  be  served. 

This  action  resulted  in  the  owners  carrying  out  the  necessary 
works  in  four  cases  and  the  Corporation  doing  the  work  in  default 
and  recovering  costs  in  one  case.  The  remaining  property  is  in 
course  of  repair. 

387  visits  were  made  with  the  object  of  seeing  that  notices 
were  complied  with. 

HOUSING. 

Erection  of  Council  houses  has,  during  the  year  under  review, 
shown  a considerable  improvement  over  the  previous  year,  174 
houses  having  been  built  and  occupied  in  1948  as  against  59  in  1947. 

The  Department  has  continued  its  efforts  to  help  certain  families 
urgently  requiring  accommodation  but  not  being,  as  yet,  eligible 
for  a council  house  by  providing  such  families  with  temporary 
accommodation  in  slum  clearance  properties. 

Eleven  families  and  six  single  persons  were  provided  with  such 
accommodation  during  the  year. 

The  re-housing  of  aged  single  persons,  particularly  those  in 
slum  clearance  properties,  is  a problem.  Many  of  this  particular 
class  of  person  are  living  under  most  unsatisfactory  conditions. 
Whilst  the  need  for  re-housing  these  people  is  great  the  existing 
acute  shortage  of  houses  has  made  it  necessary  to  provide  accom- 
modation for  families  only.  These  aged  persons  have,  however, 
not  been  forgotten  and  it  is  hoped  that  discussions  which  have 
taken  place  on  this  subject  will  result,  in  the  not  too  distant  future, 
in  the  provision  of  the  bungalows  and  possibly  flats  or  hostel  type 
accommodation  so  badly  needed. 

In  the  past  few  years  accommodation  has  been  found  for  a 
number  of  these  people,  the  majority  of  whom  were  moved  from 
properties  which  were  considered  to  be  dangerous.  There  is  no 
doubt  however  that  the  policy  of  moving  aged  persons  from  one 
slum  clearance  property  to  another  is  most  undesirable  and  the 
provision  of  a suitable  and  permanent  home  an  urgent  necessity. 

Accommodation  providing  a certain  amount  of  supervision  and 
help  may  appear  to  be  desirable  in  those  cases  where  the  persons 
concerned  are  becoming  somewhat  infirm  and  particularly  so  as  it 
is  found  that  such  persons  are  adamant  in  their  determination 
not  to  enter  a Public  Institution, 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

Over  the  past  2 years  an  effort  has  been  made  to  demolish  some 
of  the  existing  slum  clearance  properties  and  subsequently  to  clear 
the  site  and  improve  the  appearance  of  certain  parts  of  the  City. 

Lhis  has  been  successfully  carried  out  in  Framwellgate,  a large 
slum  clearance  area  where  a number  of  dilapidated  and  dangerous 
properties,  some  of  them  oc  upied,  have  been  demolished  and  the 
appearance  of  this  particular  locality  vastly  improved. 

As  new  houses  for  the  tenants  of  the  occupied  properties  were 
not  available  at  the  time  (many  of  the  tenants  referred  to  were 
single  persons)  alternative  accommodation  was  found  for  them  in 
condemned  houses  which  could  safely  be  utilised  for  some  time  to 
come.  This  procedure  has  proved  to  be  effective  and  it  is  hoped 
that  some  of  the  worst  areas  can  be  dealt  with  in  this  manner. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  DISINFECTION  AND  VERMIN 

DISINFESTATION. 

197  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases. 
Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  92  premises  where  bedding  and 
articles  of  clothing,  etc.,  were  also  treated. 

6 premises  of  which  4 were  council  houses  were  disinfested. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  above  service  has  continued  to  function  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  Two  maintenam  e treatments  of  sewers  were  again  carried 
out  during  the  course  of  the  year  and  in  addition  special  treatments 
were  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  Shincliffe  Tip  and  also  at  the 
Incinerator.  Particular  attention  was  given  to  see  that  any  infesta- 
tion in  the  river  banks  was  kept  under  control. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  approved  methods 
are  used  in  dealing  with  infestations  and  the  Council  continue  to 
take  advantage  of  such  grant  aid  as  is  offered  by  that  Ministry. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  in  connection 
with  this  Public  Health  Service. 


Other 

Dwelling!  Business 

Infested 

Houses. 

Premises 

Places 

Total. 

Number  of  premises  visited  ... 

210 

52 

08 

330 

Number  of  visits  made 

905 

200 

319 

1544 

Number  of  prebaits  laid 

2905 

1475 

2090 

0470 

Number  of  poison  baits  laid 

809 

419 

837 

2005 

Number  of  post-baits  laid 

1449 

GOO 

845 

2894 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Apart  from  temporary  intermittency  caused  entirely  by  fractures 
of  mains,  the  supply  has  been  well  maintained  in  the  whole  of  the 
Durham  City  and  neighbouring  areas,  and  the  quality  of  the  water 
has  been  adjudged  by  the  County  Analyst  as  satisfactory  for 
domestic  and  trade  requirements. 

Extensions  to  the  Board’s  filtration  plants  at  Tunstall  and 
Waskerley  are  in  course  of  development,  though  it  will  be  probably 
some  months  before  these  are  completed  and  in  full  commission. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  the  chlorination  plants  have  been 
extended  to  meet  the  growing  requirements  of  the  area  and  these 
are  adequate  to  meet  all  present  needs. 

In  all  samples  taken  for  analysis  it  is  shown  there  is  no  metal 
inimical  to  health  present  at  the  tap  : where  necessary  lime  is  still 
added  to  the  raw  or  filtered  water  for  the  prevention  of  plumbo- 
solvency. 

All  properties  in  the  area  are  supplied  with  water  direct  from 
the  Water  Board  mains  with  the  exception  of  a few  properties 
at  Old  Durham  which  receive  a piped  supply  from  a spring  in  the 
vicinity. 


The  following  information  relating  to  Refuse  Collection, 
Public  Baths,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Works  has  been  supplied  by 
the  City  Engineer  whose  Department  is  responsible  for  these  under- 
takings. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

A regular  weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  maintained  in  the  City. 

Salvage  collection  has  also  been  maintained  at  a satisfactory 
level. 


PUBLIC  BATHS. 

There  are  two  ponds  and  the  filtration  and  chlorination  of  the 
public  bath  water  has  been  operated  efficiently,  a 4-hour  turnover 
being  maintained. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Schemes  for  the  enlargement  of  the  main  sewage  works  are 
under  consideration  together  with  the  reconstruction  of  sewers  and 
the  sewering  of  undeveloped  areas  to  the  south  of  the  City  which 
are  to  be  used  for  university  extensions. 
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RIVERS  POLLUTION. 

Routine  inspections  of  rivers  and  streams  have  been  carried 
out  during  the  year  and,  when  necessary,  visits  were  carried  out 
together  with  the  County  Health  Inspector. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  following  particulars  relate  to  drainage  work  carried  out 
by  the  Department  during  the  year  : — 

New  drainage  systems  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Drainage  systems  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Defective  drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Inspection  chambers  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Intercepting  traps  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ventilation  provided  to  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Other  drainage  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Smoke  tests  applied  to  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Water  tests  applied  to  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Colour  tests  applied  to  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  6 trailer  caravans,  (four 
occupied  by  University  Students)  were  licensed  by  the  Council 
for  use  in  the  City  area. 

All  these  temporary  dwellings  have  been  kept  in  a very  hygienic 
manner  and  the  occupants  have  taken  every  precaution  to  prevent 
the  creation  of  nuisances. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP 
ACT,  1901,  AND  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspec- 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prose- 

cuted. 

Factories  with  mechanical 
power 

35 

3 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

44 

5 

— 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construc- 
tion but  not  including  out- 
workers’ premises) 

3 

1 

T otal  ...  ... 

82 

9 

— 

2.  Defects  Found  and  Remedied. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

5 

5 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation 

3 

3 

Other  offences 

1 

1 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

9 

9 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  Dairy  for  the  heat  treatment  of 
milk  was  opened  in  April,  1948,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  8 dairymen 
were  granted  licences  to  sell  this  pasteurised  milk  in  the  City  Area. 

Later  in  the  year  the  Board  commenced  heat  treatment  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  2 City  dairymen  were  granted  the 
appropriate  licences. 

Although  the  dairy  is  situated  outside  the  City  Area  the 
management  has  welcomed  inspection  by  officers  of  the  City  Health 
Department  who  have  made  a number  of  visits  since  the  dairy 
commenced  production. 

There  are  9 Cowkeepers  and  21  Dairies  and  Purveyors  of  Milk 
registered  in  the  district.  In  addition,  31  dealers  are  registered 
for  the  sale  of  bottled  milk  only.  Registered  premises  have  been 
visited  during  the  year  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order  have  been  complied  with. 


Food  Inspection. 

The  following  list  shows  the  quantities  of  food  that  were 
found  upon  inspection  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  All 
food  condemned  was  voluntarily  surrendered.  As  much  of  the 
condemned  food  as  was  practicable  was  utilised  for  salvage  or 
pig-feeding. 


6st.  Beans. 

10  st.  2 lb.  Cake. 

18  pkts.  Cheese. 

5 galls.  Cream  (Synthetic). 
56  pkts.  Custard  Powder. 

8 tins  Dried  Egg. 

16  st.  2 lb.  Fish  (Cured). 

81  st.  7 lb.  Fish  (Fresh). 

77  tins  Fish. 

24  doz.  Fish  Cakes. 

33  st.  3 lb.  Flour. 

43  Fowls. 

8 st.  Fruit  (Dried). 

42  tins  Fruit. 

2  st.  6 lbs.  Jam. 

5 Loaves. 

846  st.  Marmalade. 


3 lb.  Margarine. 

25  tins  Meat. 

4 st.  Oats. 

26  jars  Pickles. 

160  doz.  Pies. 

6 Bottles  Sauce. 

8 st.  Sausage  Rusk. 

14  tins  Soup. 

1 st.  7 lb.  Sponge  Mixture. 

3 lb.  Sugar. 

4 st.  8 lb.  Sweets. 

2 lb.  Tea. 

189  Tins  Vegetables. 

5 pkts.  Wheat  Flakes. 

17  st.  7 lb.  Meat  (Fresh). 

152  tins  Milk. 


FOOD  PREMISES— GENERAL. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  premises  where  food  is 
handled. 

Numerous  visits  have  been  paid  to  such  premises  and  improve- 
ments as  regards  washing  facilities,  etc.  obtained  where  necessary. 

In  an  effort  to  obtain  greater  attention  to  cleanliness  a letter 
signed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  was,  in  April,  1948,  circulated  to  all  food  premises  in 
the  town. 

This  letter  pointed  out  the  dangers  arising  from  careless  handling 
of  foodstuffs  and  appealed  for  maximum  care  and  cleanliness  from 
management  and  staffs  with  particular  attention  to  personal 
hygiene.  A copy  of  section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
giving  particulars  of  the  required  standards  in  such  premises  was 
enclosed  and  a request  made  that  nail  brushes  be  provided  for  the 
use  of  staffs  as  being  a very  necessary  means  of  attaining  scrupulous 
cleanliness  of  hands  and  nails.  Also  enclosed  were  labels,  appealing 
for  cleanliness,  for  display  in  waterclosets  and  lavatories. 

It  has  been  found  that  Managements  of  premises  where  food 
is  handled  are  always  quite  willing  to  co-operate  with  the  Public 
Health  Department  in  obtaining  a higher  standard  of  cleanliness. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  work  under  this  Act  is  performed  by  an  Inspector  of  the 
County  Council  of  Durham  and  during  the  past  year  the  following 


samples  were  submitted  by  him 


ination  : — 

Baking  Powder  ...  1 

Barley  Flour  ...  ...  1 

Butter  ...  ...  2 

Castor  Oil  ...  ...  I 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  2 

Confection  of  Senna  ...  I 

Cooking  Fat  ...  ...  2 

Cocoa  ...  ...  1 

Cod  Liver  Oil  ...  1 

Cream  of  Tartar  ...  2 

Demerara  Sugar  ...  1 

Easton  Tonic  Syrup  ...  1 

Eucalyptus  Oil  ...  1 

Glycerine,  Lemon  and 

Honey  ...  ...  1 
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to  the  Public  Analyst  for  exam- 


Icing  Sugar  ...  ...  1 

Liquid  Paraffin  ...  1 

Margarine  ...  ...  2 

Mincemeat  ...  ...  2 

Raspberry  Jam  ...  1 

Semolina  ...  ...  1 

Shredded  Suet  ...  ...  2 

Strawberry  Jam  ...  1 

Sugar  ...  ...  1 

Tea  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tincture  of  Iodine  ...  1 

Milk  27 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  4 

Sterilised  Milk  ...  4 


69 


Of  the  samples  enumerated  above,  one  sample  of  milk  was 
slightly  below  standard  and  one  sample  of  barley  flour  contained 
Meal  Mites  necessitating  the  stock  being  withdrawn. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1912-1934. 

183  visits  were  paid  to  shops  in  order  to  ascertain  if  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Shops  Acts  were  being  complied  with.  The  following 
sanitary  defects  were  found  and  subsequently  remedied  by  the 
shop-keepers  concerned  : — 

Defective  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Offensive  accumulation  ...  ...  ...  5 

To  cleanse  walls  and  ceilings  ...  ...  3 

Defective  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  6 

Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  washing  facilities  ...  ...  15 

Other  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS’ 

DEPARTMENT, 


Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  572 

Houses  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  387 

Visits  under  Factories  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Visits  to  food  shops  and  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  262 

Visits  under  Shops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 

Visits  in  connection  with  defective  or  new  drainage  . . . 323 

Smoke  and  water  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Visits  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  197 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  140 

Library  books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Visits  to  verminous  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Verminous  premises  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Interviews  with  owners,  contractors,  complainants,  etc.  ...  384 

Visits  to  caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Inspections  of  rivers  and  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Inspections  of  common  yards  and  passages  ...  ...  25 

Inspections  of  public  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  21 

Visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  1,544 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 


